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A word about the formatting of our Newsletter…based on feedback received during the recent Northeast District
Communication Survey, a hyperlinked index of articles in the current issue has been added to the left hand bar. The first
page introductory “teaser” paragraph that used to serve as our current issue index has been removed. Now you will be
able to use the hyperlinked index in the left hand bar to go directly to any article that you have an interest in reading,
or scan/read the entire issue from top to bottom.

Key Summer Camp Deadlines Rapidly Approaching!
While there is snow on the ground it may be hard to think ahead to summer camp, but NOW is
the time that you MUST ACT if you are going to take advantage of two key summer camp
programs offered by Crossroads of America Council.
The first deadline that is approaching is the cut-off date to submit camp scholarship
applications (aka campership program). This program allows successful applicants to “earn” a
partial scholarship to participate in their selected BSA summer camp by completing a preapproved form of service to their school, church or synagogue, or their units’ chartering
institution. This program applies to Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venture or Explorer Scouts who
may need financial assistance to attend camp. Please note that all Cub Scout Workership
Applications are due no later than February 29, 2016; Boy Scout Workership Applications are
due no later than March 4, 2016. Applications should be turned into the Golden-Burke Scout
Center (ATTN: Campership Fund Program).
The second approaching deadline involves units who wish to take advantage of the “Early
Bird” Summer Camp Discount Pricing. Please note that Cub Scout units have until April 8,
2016 to submit their initial deposits, while Boy Scout/Venture units who wish to leverage this
same discount program have until May 6, 2016. For additional information please contact
Adam Walden.
<Return to Top of Page>

Camp Cards – Unit Fund Raising Made Easy

46%

In the Next 30 Days


Feb 17, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Commissioners Mtg



Feb 28, 2016
Troop OA Election Results Due



Feb 29, 2016
Cub Scout Workership Due



Mar 1, 2016 (7:00 PM)
Camp Card Sales Begin



Mar 1, 2016 (7:00 PM)

This year’s Camp Card sales period is rapidly approaching. It will officially run from March 1 to
April 29, 2016, with units choosing which and how many weeks to sell during this timeframe.
The intent of the Camp Card sale program is to allow units to raise funds to pay for their
summer Scouting program… but don’t forget, the funds can also be used to pay for other
upcoming Scouting events and activities.
This fund raising opportunity is super simple; Camp Cards sell for $5 each and units/Scouts
earn 50% commission, or $2.50 per card sold. For the purchaser, this should be a “no brainer”,
as each card holder has the opportunity to receive up to $20 in one-time discount offers on
top of the repeat-use discount offers (for a only a $5 investment). For example, using the
Camp Card to claim the discount at Great Clips for as few as two haircuts will return more in
savings than was invested in purchasing the Camp Card! Checkout the complete list of 2016
vendors that are part of the Camp Card program. NOTE: Some discount offers have additional
details on the actual Camp Card. See the fine print for additional disclaimers and information.
2016 Vendors & one-time use snap-off discount offers (will expire 8/31/16):
 Marsh: $5 off $50 purchase
 Dick's Sporting Goods: $10 off $50 purchase
 Shoe Carnival: $5 off $39 purchase
2016 Vendors & repeat-use discount offers (will expire 12/31/16):
 Papa John's Pizza: 40% off any online order

NED Commissioners Mtg.









Mar 1, 2016
2017 Philmont Sign-up Open



Mar 3, 2016 (7:00-8:00 PM)
MB Counselor Training



Mar 4, 2016
Boy Scout Workership Due



Mar 6, 2016 (3:30 PM)
NED Eagle BoRs





Mar 7, 2016 (6:00-9:00 PM)
First Aid Training





Mar 8, 2016 (6:00–9:00 PM)
CPR/AED Training






Mar 9, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Roundtables






Mar 11, 2016
Boy Scout “Early Bird” Due





Mar 12, 2016 (2:00 – 5:00 PM)
WD9BSA On-the-Air



Mar 11-13, 2016
OA Lodge Spring Fellowship



Mar 13, 2016
OA LEC Mtg/Vigil Honor
Nominations Due



Mar 14, 2016
Scouting for Food Begins



Mar 15, 2016
Adult Firecrafter Nomination



Mar 15, 2016
NED Camporee Registration
Deadline

In the Next 60 Days


Mar 16, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Committee Mtg



Mar 18-20, 2016
Wilderness First Aid



Mar 28-31, 2016
Spring Break MB Camp



Mar 29-Apr 3, 2016
CAC Pinewood Derby



Apr 1, 2016
Adult Minisino Nomination



Apr 1, 2016
Youth Minisino Nomination



Apr 3, 2016 (3:30 PM)

Tuchman Cleaners: 20% off dry cleaning only
Firestone Complete Auto Care: Standard oil change $20.99
Firehouse Subs: Free chips and medium drink with purchase of medium sub
Great Clips: $9.99 haircut
Indianapolis Motor Speedway: Save up to $10 on selected locations & events

So, your unit wants to join in the fun and sell Camp Cards this year, but you are wondering
what might be the best sales strategies. Much like Scout Popcorn sales, we would suggest the
following approaches:
Family and Friends - Start your sale by asking the folks who are happy to support you
at the highest level.
Door to Door - Take your Sales Envelope with your Camp Cards for a trip around the
neighborhood.
Show and Sell - Set up a sales booth and sell Camp Cards on the spot.
Local Businesses - Ask for the store manager and see if he/she would like to purchase
Camp Cards for their employees.
Sell at Work - A great way for adults to help their Scout.
Church Congregation - Don’t forget to ask families and friends at Church to support
your Scouting activities.
Sporting Events - Look for opportunities to sell at local sporting events… grade school,
high school, college, etc.

For additional information please contact Adam Walden.
<Return to Top of Page>

Northeast District Communications Survey Results Are In!
During a 3-week period at the end of 2015 and the beginning of 2016, invitations were sent
to over 400 Northeast District Scouters to take a short survey to provide feedback on the
district’s communication efforts. You have spoken and the results are in!
Prior to April 2015, district communication efforts were largely centered on maintaining our
Northeast District Website, direct e-mails to unit “key 3” leaders from our District
Executive, as well as targeted communications from the district Popcorn Kernel to unit
counterparts. During the last three quarters of 2015 three new tactics were utilized to
supplement our Northeast District Website. They included:
 The Northeast District Monthly Gazette – a monthly newsletter distributed on
the 15th of each month (8 issues distributed in 2015).
 The Northeast District News Flash –quick, timely e-mail reminders of upcoming
events and deadlines sent on an as needed basis to unit “key 3” leaders and the
Northeast District committee (21 news flashes sent in 2015).
 The Northeast District Facebook Page – our presence on this social media site was
also re-invigorated during 2015. Currently 110 people have “liked” our Facebook
page.
At the close of the survey, 24 individuals
provided answers to the survey questions. The
figure at right shows the roles represented by
the survey participants. While the overall
response was low (ca. 6% of all invited
participants), note that 67% of the respondents
represented the Scouting units in the Northeast
District.

NED Eagle BoRs


Apr 4, 2016 (6:00-9:00 PM)
First Aid Training



Apr 6, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Commissioners Mtg



Apr 7, 2016 (7:00-8:00 PM)
MB Counselor Training



Apr 8, 2016
Cub Scout “Early Bird” Due



Apr 9, 2016 (8:30 – 1:00 PM)
NED Pinewood Derby



Apr 9, 2016 (2:00 – 5:00 PM)
WD9BSA On-the-Air



Apr 9, 2016
Scouting for Food Ends



Apr 10, 2016
OA Vigil Honor Selection Mtg



Apr 13, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Roundtables



Apr 14-16, 2016
Spring Wood Badge 1

In the Next 90 Days

When asked how Northeast District leaders
routinely obtained news on what is happening,
the respondents told us that The Northeast
District News Flash and The Northeast
District Monthly Gazette were the top ways
that they obtained their news, followed by The
Northeast District Web Page and unit
communication efforts. The next most frequent
responses were The Northeast District
Facebook Page, Northeast District Round
Tables and word of mouth from others.
When asked about the value of each communication tactic, the respondents’ perceived
value in both The Northeast District Monthly Gazette and The Northeast District News
Flash, with both being indicated by greater than 80% of the respondents that they agreed
or strongly agreed that these were excellent sources of information.
The results of this question for the Northeast District Web Page and the Northeast District
Facebook Page resulted in a split response – approximately 35% either responded that they
had not seen or strongly disagreed with these statements, while another 30% responded
that they agreed or strongly agreed that these tactics were excellent sources of
information.
With this as a backdrop, we need your help. We would like to make sure that all members
of your unit that would benefit from receiving issues of The Northeast District Monthly
Gazette are receiving them. Please send a list (with e-mails) of individuals in your unit who
should be on this mailing list. We are also interested in hearing about either planned and/or
completed community service projects (or other notable activities) that could be released
to local media outlets. Please send both to our Mike Chambers.



Apr 20, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Committee Mtg.
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Apr 29, 2016
Camp Card Sales End

Sign-up Now for the Northeast District Spring Camporee



Apr 30-May 1, 2016
Spring Voyageur #1



May 1, 2016 (3:30 PM)
NED Eagle BoRs



May 2, 2016 (6:00–9:00 PM)
CPR/AED Training



May 3, 2016 (6:00-9:00 PM)
First Aid Training



May 4, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Commissioners Mtg.



May 5, 2016 (7:00-8:00 PM)
MB Counselor Training



May 11, 2016 (7:00 PM)
NED Roundtables/Program
Kickoff



May 11, 2016
Scouting for Food Patch
orders due



May 12-14, 2016

Are you ready to test your wilderness survival skills? If you are, then the Northeast District
Spring Camporee is for you. This year’s Spring Camporee will be held over the April 22-24,
2016 week-end at Ransburg Scout Reservation.
In addition to campsite/gateway competitions, wilderness survival skills to be tested include
first aid, survival essentials/emergency shelters, cooking, fire building and water treatment. To
attend, units should register on-line by March 15, 2016. The cost for this camporee is $15.00
per participant. The hosting unit (Troop 275) is also looking for adult volunteers to help run the
camporee stations. Please provide names of volunteers from your unit that can help in this
way by return e-mail.
<Return to Top of Page>

Scouting for Food District Competition – Is Your Unit “All In”?
According to the Feeding Indiana's Hungry website, more than 48 million Americans –
including 1.1 million Hoosiers – struggle with food insecurity. Current efforts to provide
nourishing food to those in need in Indiana is accomplished through a statewide network of
food pantries and meal service programs. However, the shelves of these food pantries are only
stocked through the generosity of fellow Hoosiers. Scouts and their units in Crossroads of
America Council will have a golden opportunity to help feed those in need from Monday,
March 14 to Saturday, April 9, 2016 when the annual Scouting for Food program will run.
So how does this program work? At a high level, units will be provided grocery bags from

Spring Wood Badge 2


May 14, 2016 (2:00 – 5:00 PM)
WD9BSA On-the-Air



May 14-15, 2016
Spring Voyageur #2



May 15, 2016
Nat Jambo Payment2

Who Can I Contact
Do you have feedback on the
current issue?
Do you have ideas for news items
in a future issue of
The Northeast District Monthly
Gazette?
Contact: Mike Chambers

Crossroads of America Council’s partner, Kroger, which they distribute to fellow Hoosiers to fill
with non-perishable food. These bags are collected on the pre-declared pick-up date and units
deliver the food collected to a local food pantry. For participating in this activity, Scouts can
even earn a Scouting for Food patch. The final day to turn in patch order forms is May 11,
2016. Pretty simple.
But this is where the fun kicks in! Since the Scout Oath says that we “should help other people
at all times”, the Northeast District has decided to sponsor a District-wide competition with
two divisions – a Cub Scout division and a Troop/Venture Crew/Ship division. The unit in each
division which collects the most food (by average weight per participating Scout) will be
presented a newly created travelling Northeast District Scouting for Food trophy. The unit may
display this trophy until next year’s Scouting for Food competition, when it will be back up for
grabs.
So, what will each unit need to do to enter into the Northeast District Scouting for Food
completion?
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Each unit that is "all in", should attend the March Round Tables, let Adam Walden
know that they will be part of our Northeast District competition, and pick-up their
Scouting for Food bags.
Each unit is responsible for weighing all food collected and turning in the total pounds
of food that was collected by the unit during the collection period (Scouts Honor).
The unit should also record the number of scouts in the unit that were actively
involved in the Scouting for Food campaign (Scouts Honor).
The unit should also register the total number of service hours accumulated during
this effort in the BSA service hour database (Scouts Honor).
The unit will be responsible for delivering all collected food to the food pantry of their
individual choice.
The total pounds of food collected, the number of Scouts who actively collected food,
and the service hours the unit accumulated during the Scouting for Food district-wide
competition should be submitted to Adam Walden by Wednesday, April 13, 2016.

So our question is…IS YOUR UNIT “ALL-IN”? Please let Adam Walden know if your unit will join
in on this Northeast District competition to feed hungry Hoosiers.
<Return to Top of Page>

Alternate High Adventure Outings (Part 2 of 4)
The second alternate high adventure destination spotlighted in this series will allow you to
backpack at one of the least visited National Parks in the Midwest. This is because in order
to visit it, you will need to take a boat (or seaplane) to and from either the UP of Michigan
or a boat from Minnesota. Are you interested in learning more?
Yes, we are talking about Isle Royale National
Park. While this 209-square mile island’s
mailing address is in the state of Michigan, it is
located in the middle of Lake Superior! It is
also home to over 1000 moose and three
wolves, which migrated to the island when an
ice bridge connected the island to mainland
Map source: Isle Royale National Park website
Ontario in the 1900’s. To get on island will
require either a boat ride from Houghton or Copper Harbor, MI or Grand Portage, MN; or a
seaplane ride from Houghton, MI.
There is another factor that sets an Isle Royale National Park high adventure destination
apart from the guided high adventure offerings discussed in last month’s Daniel Boone High
Adventure Scout Camp article; that is any unit wanting to experience this adventure will

have to do their own planning and implementation. Let’s dive into some of the key factors
to consider if your unit wants to go on this high adventure outing.
Transportation to and from Isle Royale: Probably the most economical transportation to
Isle Royale will involve both automobiles and boats. It is about a 10-hour drive (600 miles)
from Indianapolis to Hougton, MI, an 11-hour drive (650 miles) to Copper Harbor, MI, a 13hour drive (800 miles) to Grand Portage, MN. There are also several toll roads between
Indianapolis and Isle Royale, so be prepared. From Hougton you will need to take a 5-hour
boat ride; from Copper Harbor it is only a 3 ½ hour boat ride; while the trip to the island
from Grand Portage only involves a 1½ - 2-hour boat ride. For more details and options
check out the transportation page on the Isle Royale website.


Planning Your Isle Royale Backpacking Adventure: While small groups (6 or less people)
may backpack without advance reservations, groups up to a maximum size of 20 people (no
more than 10 per independent hiking crew) must have advance reservations which must
include a trip itinerary designating the proposed hiking route between pre-determined
group campsites for each night on the trail. Group campsites are typically located between
6-10 miles apart. Please note that there is NO telephone service on Isle Royale…it doesn’t
matter which service you have. They don’t even have landlines at the lodge on island. Also
note that there is no problem locating water on the island, either from streams, lakes or
Lake Superior, but the water should be treated/boiled before consumption. One final point
is that while the terrain is relatively flat, it is very rocky. More details on group backpacking
on Isle Royale can be found in their Group Camping Guide.
It is important to note that Isle Royale starts processing group camping requests on January
st
1 . Requests are processed in the order they are received; if a unit is interested in
backpacking here, it is strongly suggested that you not delay in submitting reservation
requests. Please note that in order to select your trek dates, you will need to look closely at
ferry schedules. While ferry’s run daily during the peak season, during off-peak season the
schedules varies, so be prepared to shift your proposed trek dates. It is probably best to
confirm your ferry reservations at the same time that you submit your group camping
request.
When to Go: Isle Royale National Park is open for visitors between April 16 and October 31
– it is closed to visitors between November 1 through April 15. Isle Royale's busy visitor
season is from mid-July through mid-August. It is also important to note that mosquitoes
and black flies are usually at their worst in late June and early July – hence…plan
accordingly.
Costs: There are a number of fees that must be paid in order for the group to access and
utilize this National Park. Current costs for groups such as Boy Scouts/Venture Crews
include:







A $50 Special Use Permit (per group)
A $25 non-refundable group camping processing fee for each permit issued
In addition, each visitor 12 years of age or older will be required to pay a $4 per
day user fee
The tickets for boat / seaplane transportation to and from the island are also on a
per person basis. Consult the transportation page on the Isle Royale website for
the current fee structure. Please note that full fare pre-payment is required to
make reservations for boat transportation to and from the island.
So that you are not surprised, there is an additional charge for parking vehicles at
ferry locations.

Ferries leave early in the morning, so it’s best to arrive the night before and stay at one of
the lodges. On your return trip back to mainland, paid showers are available on Isle Royale
to use after your hike and at the lodge on the island. There is also a restaurant where you
can get a great meal after a week of hiking. You may also need to plan on staying

somewhere in Michigan on the first night back on the mainland as the ferry schedules
typically will bring you back to your vehicle late afternoon/early evening.
If you still have questions about backpacking Isle Royale National Park, Kathy Todd,
Crossroads of America Unit Support Executive has backpacked Isle Royale as part of a
Venture Crew. She would be happy to answer any questions a unit may have.
<Return to Top of Page>

Sign Up Now If You Are Ready to Take the Wood Badge Challenge
Are you ready to take the Wood Badge challenge? Wood Badge is Scouting’s premier
leadership offering; it is designed specifically to “learn by doing” the skills and methods of
Scouting using the patrol method. This life-altering training session is completed over two
week-ends, the first half of the course utilizes a classroom environment and practical exercises
to teach the essentials of leadership. The second half offers classroom and outdoor
experiences to help you learn the application of leadership skills. It is important to note that
the participant does not earn his/her certificate, neckerchief, leather slide, and two small
wooden beads on a leather thong simply by attending both weekend sessions; they must also
complete their “ticket” (five written goals) which cement their new leadership knowledge and
skills to their role in Scouting.
Crossroads of America Council will be offering its spring course over the April 14-16, 2016 and
the May 12 – 14, 2016 weekends at Camp Kikthawenund. There is still space available in this
course, but it is suggested that you act NOW if you are ready to take the Wood Badge
Challenge! Please log onto the Council website to register on-line. For more information about
the spring Wood Badge course, contact Natalie Maenhout.
So, if you are still not sold, check out this video on what Wood Badge delivers to leaders who
have completed this course. We hope that you elect to take the Wood Badge challenge, join
the “critters”, and become a part of the Wood Badge-trained Scouting brotherhood!
<Return to Top of Page>

Firecrafter News From The Ember You Can Use
Attention all Firecrafters in the Northeast District. There are a couple of deadlines that are
rapidly approaching. The first is the opportunity for any adult or youth Firecrafter to nominate
an adult for membership in the Firecrafter Adult Alumni Association. All nominees must meet
the following requirements:





be at least 21 years of age
be a registered Scouter
demonstrated interest in the outdoor program of Scouting
completed all training necessary for their position

Nominations must be submitted before March 15, 2016 to be considered.
The second is an opportunity to nominate Firecrafters for Minisino. Adult Minisino nominees
must meet the following minimum requirements:





must have been a Firecrafter for at least FOUR winter seasons
be at least 21 years of age
a current dues paying member
has attended four Firecrafter rituals.

Youth Minisino nominees must meet the following minimum requirements:





must have been a Firecrafter for at least TWO winter seasons
be under the age of 21
holds at least the rank of Star Scout.

Both adult and youth nominees, should also exhibit outstanding Friendship, Leadership, and
Service in their camp, council, flame, ember, or unit.
Nomination forms for consideration for Minisino must be submitted before April 1, 2016.
Contact Bryan Swift if you have any questions.
<Return to Top of Page>

The Northeast District Recognizes Outstanding Units, Volunteers
On Thursday, February 11, 2016, over 110 members of the district, families and friends
gathered at Camp Belzer for the annual Northeast District Awards Dinner. During the evening,
units and volunteers were recognized for their outstanding service to the youth in our district.
Additionally, the 49 young men from the Northeast District who earned the rank of Eagle
during 2015 were recognized.

The 2015 Northeast District Eagle Scouts in attendance at the District Dinner

The Northeast District also continued a tradition started 30-years ago by Bob Scherb during
the dinner with the awarding of 13 Golden Spike Awards to individuals from units across the
district for their tireless dedication, initiative, enthusiasm, and exceptional service to the
Scouting units in which they serve.
Golden Spike
Award Winners
Bill Baker
Jerry Hedrick
Sarah Kelley
Donna LaPlant
Julie Lucas
James Napier
Mike McCarty
Amanda McDonald
Dennis Mesterharm
Chris Palladino
Yvonne Przybylski
Andy Troxell
Natasha Whited

Unit
Number
Pack 50
Crew 427
Pack 88
Troop 133
Pack 200
Pack 335
Pack 127
Pack 88
Pack 831
Troop 133
Pack 3980
Pack 50
Pack 335

The Golden Spike Awardees in attendance at the District Dinner

The District also recognized the Cubmaster, Scoutmaster and Crew Advisor of the Year during
the dinner. This year’s winners were Jay German, Chuck Fairchild and Angela Walker,
respectively. Each leader received their recognition from Adam Walden, Northeast District
Executive.

Jay German (Pack 444)
Cubmaster of the Year.

Chuck Fairchild (Troop 133)
Scoutmaster of the Year

Angela Walker (Crew 427)
Crew Advisor of the Year

As in past years, the district also recognized the Outstanding Pack, Troop and Crew of the Year.
Each unit recognized was very active in providing service to the youth in their units and to the
community. This year, Pack 444, Troop 133 and Crew 427 were recognized as the “Best-of-theBest” in the Northeast District.

Pack 444 leadership receiving their
Pack of the Year Recognition from
Terry Fulner (NED Commissioner)

Troop 133 leadership receiving their
Troop of the Year Recognition from
Adam Walden (NED DE)

Crew 427 leadership receiving their
Crew of the Year Recognition from
Terry Fulner (NED Commissioner)

The Northeast District also recognized the following individuals for receiving their Training
Awards Certificates in 2015:
Training Award Certificate
Commissioner Key
Unit Leader Award of Merit (Cubmaster)
Unit Leader Award of Merit (Scoutmaster)
Unit Leader Award of Merit (Cubmaster)
Scouter’s Training Award for Cub Scouting
Scouter’s Training Award for Cub Scouting
Scouter’s Training Award for Cub Scouting
Scouter’s Training Award for Cub Scouting

Awardee
Randy Baskerville (Northeast District)
DJ Beeler (Pack 282)
Chuck Fairchild (Troop 133)
Chris Johns (Pack 127)
Frank Blum (Pack 427)
Jay German (Pack 444)
Dennis Mesterharm (Pack 831)
Jon Guimont (Pack 831)

Cub Scout Den Leader Award
Cub Scout Den Leader Award
Cub Scout Den Leader Award
Cubmaster’s Key
Cubmaster’s Key
District Committee Key

Denise Brentlinger (Pack 100)
Jay German (Pack 444)
Steve Creason (Pack 444)
Chris Johns (Pack 127)
Jay German (Pack 444)
John Pratt (Northeast District)

The Northeast District also took this opportunity to again recognize Frank Blum, Tim George
and Jerry Phillips for receiving their Silver Beaver Awards at the University of Scouting earlier
in January 2016.

Northeast District Silver Beaver Awardees, Jerry Phillips, Tim George and Frank Blum

The final recognition of the night was the Northeast District Award of Merit. This year, the
district recognized two individuals for their noteworthy service to youth in the District for five
years or more (either in Scouting, outside of Scouting, or both).
Bryan Swift has served Scouting for several years at many levels,
starting as Den Leader when his sons were in Cub Scouts. When his
sons crossed over into Boy Scouts, he was there to help when
called upon by the troop and he eventually became Scoutmaster.
While serving as Scoutmaster he mentored several boys to the rank
of Eagle while encouraging all of the scouts to become active in the
Order of the Arrow and Firecrafter. After several years he passed
the Scoutmaster title on to "free up” some of his time, but that
“free time” didn't last long. Shortly after accepting the role of
Assistant Ember Advisor for the Chank-Tun-Un-Gi Ember of
Firecrafter he became Ember Advisor, a position that he still fills
today. Along with supporting the youth in Firecrafter, Bryan is also
an Order of Arrow Vigil Member, and is very active in his chapter
and lodge.

Bryan Swift

Angela Walker believes in Scouting and all it has to offer for both
young men and women, spiritually, socially and developmentally.
Angela has served with Pack, Troop and Crew 427 for numerous
years in numerous capacities. She has served as a Northeast District
Friends of Scouting presenter, on the Catholic Committee on
Scouting, and at White Stag for many years. She has received
numerous training and religious awards, is a member of Order of
the Arrow, Firecrafter, Wood Badge and has been recognized with
the Silver Beaver Award. Angela not only serves youth through
Scouting, but also through church, her profession and personal life.
Angela Walker

There are two final thanks that need to be extended who helped make the District Dinner
successful. First, we need to extend a VERY BIG THANKS to Joe Carter for the capturing all of

the “Kodak Moments” you have enjoyed in this article. We also need to extend our gratitude
to Northeast District’s own Crew 317 who catered our event…hopefully, you will agree that
CREW 317 ROCKS!

The caters for the District Dinner – Northeast District’s own Crew 317

When you see any of our 2015 Eagle Scouts and/or our adult volunteer awardees, please stop
them and say thank you for all that they do for the Northeast District.
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The NED Outdoor Experience Exchange – Mammoth Cave
Are you looking for an outing where the number of miles of fun above ground is exceeded by
the number of miles of fun underground? If you are looking for a place where you can explore
underground caverns, mountain bike trails, canoe or backpack…all at the same location, then
this National Park is for you!
WHERE: Mammoth Cave National Park is located just over 200 miles south of Indianapolis off
of I-65 just past Elizabethtown, KY – take the Cave City Exit (#53).
WHAT: Mammoth Cave is probably best known for their guided caving tours. Probably the
most popular with Scouts is the “Wild Cave Tour” – guaranteed to provide opportunities to get
Scouts really muddy by the end of this caving tour! The hidden gem of Mammoth Cave may
actually be the fun that is available to units that want to explore the area above ground.
Mammoth Cave offers 84 miles of trails in the backcountry, frontcountry and Visitor Center
areas that range from easy to rugged and from trails that can complete in less than 30-minutes
to those that you will explore over multiple days by backpacking between 13 designated
backcountry campsites. Mammoth Cave also offers 20 miles of biking trails, if that outdoor
activity is more your speed. Just when you thought you were out of options, Mammoth Cave
National Park has 31 miles of water fun on the Green and Nolin Rivers which can be explored
via canoeing or kayaking.
WHEN: Mammoth Cave National Park is open year round for guided caving tours. Check the
website for information on which guided tours are offered at the time that you are planning to
go. Self-guided above ground activities are also available year round, weather permitting.
COST: The cost associated with visiting Mammoth Cave will depend on the options selected.
Most of the park's resources and facilities are available free of charge, but guided cave tours,
camping, and selected picnic shelter reservations do have fees associated with these activities.
If you wish to backpack at Mammoth Cave, there are no fees, but a permit must be obtained
prior to beginning your trek. You may make reservations for most cave tours and campsites
through the National Recreation Reservation Service. For more information you may call the

park at 270.758.2180.
Tell us about your outing to Mammoth Cave by posting on the Northeast District Facebook
page!
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